
Status Update: The Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

 

Background:  

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) is an international treaty that 

was inspired by U.S. leadership in recognizing the rights of people with disabilities. The CRPD 

was adopted by the United Nations in 2006 and opened for signature in 2007.  As of December 

2012, the treaty has been signed by 155 nations and officially ratified by 125 nations. The CRPD 

has been a vital framework, particularly to the developing world, for creating legislation and 

policies that embrace the rights and dignity of all people with disabilities.   

As a leader on disability rights, the United States has much to offer nations that have not yet 

guaranteed their citizens with disabilities an equal opportunity to a rich and full life.  U.S. 

ratification of the CRPD would allow U.S. participation on this important discussion while also 

helping to ensure that Americans with disabilities are treated fairly abroad.  The United States 

signed the treaty in 2009 at which point the American disability and veteran community began to 

advocate for official U.S. ratification of the treaty, which requires a 2/3 vote by the U.S. Senate.  

On December 6, 2012 the United States Senate considered the ratification of the CRPD but fell 

short of the vote required, much due to the falsehoods spread by the opposition.  The media 

coverage of the Senate’s failure to ratify has been substantial and the Senate Majority Leader, 

Sen. Reid, committed to bringing the treaty up again in 2013.  

Specific reasons that the U.S. should ratify 

 Ratification will improve access for Americans with disabilities who live, work, or travel 

abroad, including families with children with disabilities.  

 Ratification is critical to maintaining our leadership role and to eliminating disability 

discrimination throughout the world. 

 U.S. ratification will encourage others to ratify and implement the treaty.  The CRPD’s 

implementation abroad will create demand for accessible goods that American businesses 

produce. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce and many other business groups support the 

CRPD. 

 

Disability rights have always enjoyed bipartisan support 

 Republican leaders of disability legislation support the CRPD including President George 

H.W. Bush, Senator Bob Dole, former Attorney General Dick Thornburgh and former 

White House Counsel C. Boyden Gray.  

 Sens. McCain and Barrasso are the leading Republican supporters of the treaty; Sens. 

Kerry and Durbin are the leading Democratic supporters. 

 Nonpartisan organizations like the Chamber of Commerce support the CRPD because of 

the business opportunities it opens up for Americans with disabilities.   



 

Opposition arguments that the CRPD will harm parental rights are not true  

(The opposition is led by Michael Farris of the Home School Legal Defense Association)  

 The CRPD values the rights of parents who have children with disabilities  

o The CRPD recognizes and protects the important role of the family and 

specifically highlights the role of parents in raising children with disabilities. 

(Article 7 covers Children with Disabilities and Article 23 covers Respect for 

Home and the Family)  

o For instance, Article 23 of the treaty requires that “(i)n no case shall a child be 

separated from parents on the basis of a disability of either the child or one or 

both of the parents.”  

o The treaty would not affect the rights of parents to make decisions for their 

children.  

 Article 7 of the treaty, which focuses on children with disabilities, would 

be implemented through existing legislation including the ADA, the 

Rehabilitation Act, the IDEA, the Developmental Disabilities Assistance 

and Bill of Rights Act (DD Act), the Elementary and Secondary Education 

Act, and the Social Security Act.  

 

Example Messages for your Senators 

 

For Senators Who voted Yes:  

Senator, thank you for your support of the CRPD.  The treaty reaffirms the rights of Americans 

with disabilities and would allow us to share our expertise with countries around the world 

creating disability rights legislation. Thank you for standing up for our community.  

 

For Senators Who voted No:  

Senator, please reconsider your vote on the CRPD.  I am extremely disappointed that you would 

not support a treaty protecting the world’s largest minority, people with disabilities.  The treaty 

would not impact any U.S. law or cost any funds, but would support the development of civil 

rights legislation for people with disabilities around the world, particularly in developing nations 

where it is most needed.  When the treaty comes up again in 2013, I am depending on your yes 

vote.   

 

 


